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1. The future of information systems may be gathered from several areas of current research. As all information carriers (text, video, and sound) can be converted to digital form and manipulated by increasingly sophisticated techniques, the ranges of media, functions, and capabilities of information systems are constantly expanding. The use of these techniques opens the possibility of receiving new knowledge from existing data.
2. Computer visualisation, a new field that has grown expansively since the early 1990s, deals with the conversion of masses of data coming from instruments, databases, or computer simulations into visual displays – the most efficient method of human information reception, analysis, and exchange.
3. Related to computer visualisation is the research area of virtual reality or virtual worlds, which denotes the generation of synthetic environments through the use of 3D displays and interaction devices. A number of research directions in this area are particularly relevant to future information systems: knowledge-based world modelling; the development of physical analogues for abstract quantitative and organisational data; and search and retrieval in large virtual worlds.
4. Present-day computers are remarkably versatile machines capable of assisting humans in nearly every problem-solving task that involves symbol manipulations. Television, on the other hand, has penetrated societies throughout the world as a noninteractive display device for combined video and audio signals. The forthcoming convergence of three digital technologies – namely, the computer, very-high-definition television (V-HDTV), and data communications – is inevitable. 
1. Ознакомительное чтение с целью определения истинности утверждения
Определите, какое утверждение соответствует содержанию текста:
a. In the years to come digital technologies will converge producing a new type of television.
b. Computer networking is the way to develop distributed information systems.
c. Today the database has become a central organizing framework for many information systems.
d. TV is an interactive display device combining video and audio signals.
2. Изучающее чтение с элементами аннотирования
Завершите утверждение согласно содержанию текста:
Digital form of information carriers …
a. denotes the generation of synthetic environments.
b. facilitates the expansion of information systems.
c. may be gathered from several areas of current research
d. penetrates societies throughout the world as noninteractive display devices.
3. Изучающее чтение с элементами анализа информации.
Ответьте на вопрос:
What does “virtual reality” mean?
a. This means using of different sophisticated techniques while working on a computer.
b. This means creation of synthetic worlds by using interaction devices and 3D displays.
c. This means application of on-line videoconferences to problem solving.
d. This means employment of visual displays for knowledge-based world modeling.
[bookmark: _GoBack]4. Изучающее чтение с выделением главных компонентов содержания текста
Определите основную идею текста. Укажите один вариант ответа
a. Receiving new knowledge from existing data
b. Programs used in present-day computers
c. Common information carriers
d. The prospects of information systems development 

